
April GHSA Minutes 
April 10, 2014 

 

12:30 Call to Order 

12:30 Reading of Equity Statement & Land Acknowledgment (Émilie and Sarah) 

12:34 Amendment to Agenda (Joanna Pearce) 

- Add announcements after Elections 

12:35 Motion to Approve Agenda: passed 

12:36 Motion to Approve Last Meeting’s Minutes 

12:35 Treasurer’s Report (Becky Schaefer) 

- Covers up to End of Year Party 

- Sarah: Left History will gratefully decline the $250 GHSA donation this year (Mary adds 

that the journal needs to appear independent to access SSHRC funds) 

- Abril: the department provided $300 plus catering for one Historians’ Craft 

12:38 Motion to Approve Treasurer’s Report: passed 

12:39 Teaching Liaison Committee Report (Mike Ainsworth) 

- Mike approached the committee with the hopes of making it more active and relevant to 

the department 

- “Refreshing” the TA handbook has been a goal of the committee 

- The committee is somewhat aimless, and without a formal direction 

- Mary thanks TH@Y for their contributions, and would like to see more support for first-

year PhD students in particular 

- Mike: there is an attempt to revive the TDGA graduate student position (the TDGA 

would put on formal workshops) 

- CUPE Reps were not informed of their involvement in the committee; the liaison 

committee members attended only one TH@Y event this year 

- Joanna requests that the committee makes its presence known to TAs within the 

department 

- Serge feels that the bodies (Teaching Committee and TH@Y) would be more useful as 

two separate entities 

- Issue of the function of the TDGA (paid position), and whether it would create issues 

with unpaid volunteers (TH@Y) 

- Mary pounds fist in anger at the inaction of the committee 

 



12:56 Motion to Approve Teaching Liaison Committee Report: passed 

12:56 New Business 

- Bill Westfall sent a letter regarding the Cathy James Memorial Scholarship at Seneca 

College; have we donated in the past? (unclear) 

o Mathieu moves that we donate $250 (one time donation) from the money refused 

by Left History 

o Seconded by Mary, passed 

- Berks Scholarship: we have discussed a $100 donation—do we give $50 to two people or 

$100 to one? 

- Maryann suggests we fund one PhD and one MA, ask for a half-page ‘application’ 

- Mathieu suggests that we make a condition that the person who is funded writes up a 

report of Berks to be placed on the GHSA website (Abril says perhaps live-tweeting or a 

daily blog would also be interesting, Mary agrees) 

- Mathieu suggests that we require that people who are already presenting or volunteering 

not apply, as they have access to other funds 

o Mathieu moves that we approve two $50 scholarships (MA and PhD), to be 

randomly selected; an email will be sent out by April 11, person will be selected 

by April 17, and announcement will be made by April 22 

o Seconded by Mary, passed 

- GHSA Bursary: we have discussed a $100 bursary offered to grad students in financial 

need, to be funded through fundraising events 

- Émilie suggests that $100 is fairly insignificant, and that the bursary might not be worth 

the time and effort 

o When would it be adjudicated? How? Need could arise any time of year. Mary 

suggests we might have a fund available at any time of year, to be dispensed as 

necessary. 

o Maryann has offered to prepare an amendment for the September GHSA meeting 

to be voted on in October(?) 

1:28 Elections 

- 2 Presidents (post-comps), 1 Treasurer, Equity Officers (up to 2), Document Editors (up 

to 2), New Frontiers Co-Chairs (up to 3, of which 2 must be year two or later), CUPE 

Unit 1 Stewards (up to 2, must be members of Unit 1) 

- Nominations for GHSA Co-Presidents? No. 

- Nominations for Treasurer? No. 

- Nominations for Equity Officers? Maryann nominates herself. Maryann acclaimed in the 

position of Equity Officer. 

- Nominations for Document Editors? No. 



- Nominations for New Frontiers Co-Chairs? Max Smith, Kevin Chrisman (nominated by 

Michael A., Victoria Jackson, and Barry Torch (will go to election) 

- Nominations for CUPE Unit 1 Representative? Sarah H. nominates herself. Sarah 

acclaimed in the position of CUPE Unit 1 Rep. Émilie nominating herself. Émilie 

acclaimed in the position of CUPE Unit 1 Rep. 

1:47 Announcements 

- FreeSay will be holding a meeting on May 10, 4pm—Biblical scholarship, origins of 

Christian mythology—ask Joanna for details 

- Sarah and Émilie will be creating an Equity binder to create an institutional memory 

- French OGS forms now available, held one anti-oppression workshop, discussions with 

female members of the faculty/student body, filed a formal complaint regarding events 

which occurred in 2011/12 

2:04 Motion to Adjourn: passed 

 


