
November GHSA Minutes 
November 21, 2013 
 
3:00 Call to order 

3:02 Motion to approve agenda, approved (unanimous) 

3:03 Approve last meeting’s minutes, approved 

3:05 Treasurer’s report (Becky Schaefer) 

We have resolved what happened last year! Two major changes: official cheque for $1000 has 
been recorded as an expenditure under gifts—for Lisa when her husband passed; approx. $3700 
that was unaccounted for has been resolved 

3:08 Motion to approve treasurer’s report, approved (unanimous) 

3:08 Equity report (Sara Howdle) 

Announcement of the Anti-Oppression workshop on Tuesday December 3, 12:30pm 

Emilie has noted that we now have French OGS forms 

Sara would like to know if the membership approves of inviting the faculty to the workshop 

3:15 Motion to approve equity report, approved  

3:15 FGS Council report (Stacy Nation-Knapper) 

FGS proposal to take salary from positions that were not filled and use it to appoint new research 
chairs ($20-25 thousand per year) 

Aaron notes that we will be sacrificing faculty positions in order to create these new 
*permanent* research chairs 

Barbara Crow spoke about the graduate printing allocation; it is now a conversation between the 
GSA and the Provost 

Grad Experience Survey results; Stacy was impressed by the amount of time and interest put into 
this survey—they seemed receptive, so she recommends that we fill them out! 

- Many of the issues of dissatisfaction could possibly be addressed by CUPE (next year 
being a bargaining year)—is there a way we could collectively address this so that we can 
pass our own ‘survey’ on to CUPE? ‘Town Hall’ meeting? 



o Sara, Emilie and Paul might be able to collect grievances (via email) and sort 
them anonymously in their capacity as Equity Officers and CUPE reps 

- Stacy has offered to ask Willie what his plan is going forward 

International Tuition Fee Scholarship has been cancelled (grandfathered for full-time students) 

3:40 Motion to approve Stacy’s report, approved 

3:40 International Student Fee increase (Noa Yaari) 

The increase to student fees was noticed by a group of international students, and was reversed 
(but not for international students in their first year). The administration has also announced a 
‘head tax’ (their words) on international students. Several GHSA members have expressed their 
disgust and disappointment with this language—it appears to be unanimously agreed that 
something should be done. 

4:00 CUPE 3903 mobilization strategy (Paul Aikenhead) 

‘Student Power’ working group is meeting Monday November 25th, 2:30—discussion about the 
language of a “head tax” will be the focus of the meeting 

CUPE wants to address the lack of mobilization; GMMs frequently not making quorum 

4:14 GHSA Bursary possibility 

This would be an emergency fund for graduate students in history; we need to discuss whether to 
approve this in the future 

4:23 Access to books; executive members fulfilling duties; changes to the 
constitution—bumped to January 

4:24 Department Yoga 

$200, Amanda could do a yoga class every week for an entire year; we could ask for optional 
donations, half of which would go back to the GHSA 

4:28 Motion to support department yoga ($200), approved (4 abstentions) 

4:29 Two Row Times, motion to donate $50, approved 

4:32 Announcements 

Last Historians’ Craft, December 5; Holiday Party, December 6; Next Meeting, Jan. 16 

4:30 Call to adjourn, approved 



 


