
Minutes: Graduate History Student Association 
November 24, 2011 
Minutes by Joanna Pearce (jlp@yorku.ca) (summary) 
 
Attendance: 11 Members of GHSA 
 
[Co-President Gils sent his regrets] 
 
Additions to Agenda: 
Proposal about TA lounge: (GHSA Investments Proposals) 
7. Opinions on Holiday Party:  
8. Movember Experience Discussion: Should we continue this tradition? 
 
Unanimous approval of additions to Agenda 
 
Any additions to the minutes? No. 
 
Presidents’ Report: 

- Robbie and Gils have been working on Historians’ Craft series, holiday party 
- Looking into camera purchase (discussed further in Proposals) 

 
GHSA Representatives Reports: 
 
Faculty of Graduate Studies meeting was cancelled this month. 
 
CUPE news: Next meeting December  8 from 2 to 5. All members are encouraged to check out 
the local’s rules of order on the website because it’s been difficult to keep the meetings in order. 
The other thing is that we’re still looking for people to fill necessary roles. 
 
Everyone does know that the East Office Building is being ripped down. Everyone is being 
relocated around Steeles & Keele. In its place, the university has decided to put a stadium there 
for the PanAm games. Note: It is now increasingly difficult for you to interact with CUPE and 
pick up cheques. 
 
Equity: 

- Equity training meeting held on Tuesday. Plan to run an equity workshop for the 
department explaining what Equity is. We have to have a community approach to equity.  

- Black History Month: Either running a talk (like Historian’s Craft) or a roundtable with a 
number of historians of Black History, most probably Diaspora, in February. We are 
talking with professors in the department to get their perspectives. We are moving to get 
the GHSA to put up a $500 budget. We’re looking to approach professors within the 
university and also at Queen’s. The $500 would be to bring professors to the the 
university, because there are not many who focus on African diaspora. However, if the 
aim is to focus on Black Canadian history, we’d need to bring in someone for certain 
because the only prof is located at Queen’s. That could be part of the cost. We’re 
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proposing $500. If it’s only that it’s going towards refreshments, then obviously we 
wouldn’t need as much. 

 
Response from Robbie: People seem to be willing to come for nothing from a fair distance for 
free, but if it’s an inappropriate time they may ask. Catering is $170 for Historian’s Craft. A 
roundtable, $100 might be a good figure for it. If it’s just 1 speaker, probably $500 wouldn’t get 
used. 
 
Question: Can other history months be proposed? 
Robbie: Yes, within the GHS meetings. 
 
VOTE: Should we grant money to Equity for a Black History Month event? Approved. 
 
New Frontiers: NF is this February. NF would like $250 to contribute to covering costs. We have 
a key-note speaker coming in from the US from NH. I think $250 should cover the difference. 
 
Discussion: Stacey: Do you feel that the $1600 left over from last year will help? 
 
(Daniel Ross) NF: $1600 left over from last year, plus $3400 in donations. Total is $5000, 
expected $7500. We’re hoping to make up most of the difference in conference participation 
fees. We got money from the department, from the faculty, from the archives, and from Graduate 
History program. What we’re aware of is that we don’t want to leave next year’s conference in a 
lurch by spending all of the money from last year so they have no cushion. Any additional 
moneys would be good. 
 
VOTE: Should we grant money to New Frontiers? Approved. 
 
Investments Discussion: 
 
[I’m sorry, I didn’t catch the name of the person proposing this.] 
Over the past few weeks we’ve been discussing the TA room. We’ve recently started talking 
about the sociability factor of the coffee maker. It hasn’t done what its intention was. We were 
thinking of other ways to do that. Jess brought up the idea of bringing in a super Nintendo which 
would encourage people to stay. Also a Foosball table. But to put things in perspective, perhaps a 
proposal to buy 3 or 4 board games and keep them on the shelf. Less likely to be stolen. This 
would allow for more sociability. 
 
Discussion: 

- TA room is a workspace as well as socializing and perhaps quiet events are necessary 
- Games are quiet and usually non-disruptive 
- Issue of “optics” – are we wanting to be seen to be “goofing off” during a bargaining 

year? 
- Concerns about socialisation: it’s hard to get people to hang out at York because of the 

distance from Toronto 
- Would it be better to have a weekly or monthly event in Toronto? Or after-hours in the 

TA room? 



- What about professors socializing as well? 
- What about having two monthly events, one off campus and one on? 
- Proposed game purchases: 

o Monopoly, Catan, three or four classic games. Maybe budget $100? 
o This is something that does affect how TAs are perceived – maybe open this up to 

the listserv? A lack of professionalism in it, so I think this is a valid concern and it 
influences people’s careers, so it’s important to open to up to a discussion. 

 
Motion: Let’s open it up to discussion on the ListServ and cost out some games. PASSED. 
 
Camera Discussion: 
 
It’s been proposed that the GHSA purchase a video camera for, amongst other things, filming 
Historians Craft, oral histories, filming the key notes at New Frontiers, etc. 
 
Discussion: 

- Cost of camera could be around $600 
- Should we take out insurance on it? 
- Who would be liable for damage to the camera? Should it be use at your own risk? 

Insured? How would we deal with regular wear-and-tear? 
- Possibility of charging people a fee to use the camera and set that aside in a fund for 

future repair 
- Should we have someone be in charge of inspecting the camera when it’s signed out and 

returned? Then that person would need to be paid. 
- Decision to focus on the purchase of the camera and then discuss usage separately. 

 
 
Motion: Purchasing a camera for events purposes. PASSED.  
 
NOMINATED: Brad & Gils with a discretionary budget to get this purchased This includes an 
extended warranty. The GHSA voted a maximum budget of $1100. 
 
Next Item: Holiday Party 
 
Discussion: 

- Snakes & Lattes have been very reticent about getting back to us with details, and has 
been very difficult to work with. 

- Concerns raised about board games segregating people into small groups 
- What about a large space so everyone could play? Like charades 
- Is space wheelchair accessible?  
- Almost out of time to book something so it’s possible no place will be available if S&L 

falls through 
- Make other inquiries and have S&L as our fallback? 
- Need space for 40 people at least. 
- What about approaching profs or other students about a place to host an event? 

Something that allows people to bring food. 



- Various suggestions bandied about, but no conclusions.  
 
A little about Movember: 
 
There are six GHSA members who are growing mustaches for raising awareness about men’s 
health issues and raising funds for prostate cancer research. We’ve raised $2090 so far. Maybe 
we can do this again next year! Maybe more participation? Thanks Brad for making this happen. 
Group solidarity is good. 
 
Brad: “Really pleased and happy with the number and amount of donations that have come in 
from GHSA members. I know grad students don’t have a lot to spare so we’re really grateful for 
that.” 
 
I’m hoping we make it a tradition.  
 
Any other issues? 
Motion to adjourn. CARRIED. 


