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GHSA Orientation Meeting – September 6, 2011 

1. Approval of Agenda 

Will Baker: Under elections, we have to elect a unit 1 CUPE rep. (Item added to the agenda) 

Motion to approve the agenda. Passed 

2. Treasurer’s budget report 

 Rebecca: We have created a budget for this year 

Katie Bausch: Will there be a budget we can approve for the next meeting? 

Rebecca: Yes 

Will Baker: What is our Balance? 

Dag: I’ll speak about the budget because I know what the numbers are…… 

David Zylberberg:  What should we be doing with the money? 

Ronnie: We have to talk about what to do with the budget first 

Gil: We will not approve the budget today. 

3. GHSA investments: call for proposals 

Gil: We should not be a profit making institution, so at the next meeting we will discuss ways to invest 
our money, same way we decided to buy a coffee maker last year. Once we pass the budget we can then 
approve a proposal of how to invest money in November. 

David: do we know how much we have budgeted to spend this year? 

Dag: we have a surplus this year. We didn’t know we were gonna get all this money from GSA 

Rebecca: we have predicted to budget $2785 this year but those numbers may change 

Gil: If you guys have any ideas on how to invest that money please present them at the next meeting. 
After we discuss the best options we will form a committee to study whether or not it’s doable 

4. GHSA Tentative Plan for 2011-12 

Gil: Now just to let you know some ideas we’ve been playing around with.  There are three things we are 
going to try to implement. We are toying with the idea of having monthly ‘work in progress meetings’. 
We have Historian’s Craft meetings and we are going to try to invite some people outside of academia. 
We are interested to hear from people with an education in history who are working outside of 
academia like public historians, museum curators.  
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Ronnie: Monthly ‘work in progress meeting’ would be more like a workshop, a place for people to 
present their work in progress/research. People who are attending can also get practice in critiquing and 
giving feedback. At historian’s craft people might not feel comfortable doing this. This is something 
similar to Historian’s craft. People can volunteer. I have no idea what people in our department are 
working on. A good way to help people getting to know one another.  

Gil: This is a good opportunity to practice presentations, or to meet people studying the same or 
different topics. Think it can be a nice way to build our community here. Another thing we want to do is 
perhaps have GHSA awards. “to recognize the grad student that most contributed to elevate the 
reputation of York’s graduate history student community through his or her academic achievements, or 
other related activities in the area of history (broadly speaking) and education” The other idea we had 
was to organize an annual board game night. I’m waiting to hear back from Snakes & Lattes, a board 
café in downtown Toronto, to see if we can book the place for a GHSA event. We usually have a softball 
game Orientation. We now have a board games too; Carolyn’s idea. If that works out we can try to do an 
annual board game night.  

Ronnie: This month for Historian’s Craft we have Stephen Heathorn, from McMaster. In October we 
have Donna Andrews from University of Guelph. She’s talking about scandal in the press. In November 
we have John Beattie. They’re British centric; that’s probably my fault. The talks should become more 
diverse during the year. 

Gil: Because we are pressed for time today, you can approach us at another time to discuss these ideas 
further and we will bring them up again at future meetings. 

5. Elections 

Gil: All those speeches you heard this morning all comes down to this. We will describe what each 
position consists of before we vote. 

(Gil and Ronnie described each position with help from Ashlee Bligh, Madeleine Chartrand, Mathieu 
Brule, Will Baker, Alban Bargain, Raphael Costa, Ian Milligan, Katie Bausch, and Brad Meredith). 

Vice President: 

Shawn Walters (elected) 

Secretary: 

Joanna Pearce (elected) 

CUPE Unit 1 rep: 

Mark Brownlie (elected) 

CUPE Unit 3 rep: 
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Cam Malcolm (elected) 

Erica McCloskey (withdrew nomination) 

PhD Admissions Committee: 

Colin McCullough (elected) 

Lee Slinger (elected) 

Adrian Gamble (withdrew nomination) 

MA Admissions committee: 

Chris Grafos (elected) 

Adrian Gamble (elected) 

Amanda Robinson (withdrew nomination) 

Department Council reps: 

Garry Smolyansa (elected) 

Amanda Robinson (elected)  

Sarah Howdle (withdrew nomination) 

Garry: I sat on council last year. I thought I represented the undergraduate association very well. I think I 
can do a good job. 

New Frontiers Co-Chair (to be determined): 

Alan Mark (nominated) 

Shoshawnah Ross (nominated) 

Christiana Conti (nominated) 

Gil: So we are gonna do this secret ballot. We will leave election box in the TA room. Details to follow. If 
you guys want to send out an email and tell us about you to help us vote 

Graduate Student Association reps: 

Stacey Nation-Knapper (elected) 

Gavin Nowlan (elected) 

Canadian Historical Association Graduate Student rep (to be determined): 
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Emilie Pigeon (nominated) 

Serge Miville (nominated) 

Andrew Lynes (nominated) 

Communications Officer/Website Administrator: 

Alexandra Anderson (elected) 

Joanna Pearce (withdrew nomination) 

FGS rep: 

Max Smith (elected) 

Department Chair search committee member (to be determined): 

Richard Aronson (nominated) 

David Zylberberg (nominated) 

David Z.: I think I can do a good job. As a CUPE steward during the strike I did a good job.  

Richard A: I’m Richard. Ancient history year six. I’ve been a GSA rep. I’m partially responsible for 
refurbishing your grad lounge. I am currently treasurer of CUPE 3903. I know quite a few members of 
the faculty.   

Raph: can you send out statements of your ideas.  

Gil: we need to give them a name by September 19 so we have a week to do this. 

6. GHSA gift 

Katie Bausch: I want to ask permission to set up a committee which will price out and take proposals for 
a gift for [the person in question]. (Katie praised the competence of the person in question and why that 
person deserves a gift from the GHSA). Something significant. Like an ipad or  a small weekend for two. 

Erin Dolmage: (seconded Katie’s praise and offered examples)  

Gil: so do you want to make a motion to make a committee? 

Katie: I don’t need to be on the committee but I can be on it. The GHSA would pay for the gift. 

Will: do you have a cap in mind?  

Amanda: can we have a cap from GHSA and then people can also anonymously donate? 
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Katie: I personally think we should just use GHSA money cause it is a gift from the GHSA 

David: I like the idea of a cap. Too often we form committee for things and people argue. I think once we 
have a cap one person can be put in charge and they can take suggestions for a gift. Less discussion 
more doing. 

Gil: So we are gonna nominate someone to be in charge. 

Katie: OK, I just know people like committees. You don’t need a committee. Also, you have to get ¾ ppl 
to vote to spend the money to get it. Those who attend that meeting vote. 

Gil: motion set to appoint someone to find a suitable gift for… undisclosed 

Erin: I nominate Katie Bausch 

(passed) 

Gil: vote on a cap? 

Katie: 1000 dollars 

Michael: that would be a significant part of the surplus 

Will baker: I really love [the person in question] but what went through my mind was other stuff we can 
use the money for. I think we should set the cap at 500 dollars.  

Will baker: I’m confused why we need a cap right now. Once we have the budget we can vote on 
something. 

Will baker: but then we have to come back and talk about it. 

Gil: we can see what we want to buy first and then see whether or not the price tag is fair 

  

Gil: I would like to announce that Colin McCullough generously donated his baseball gear to the GHSA. 
That will make the job of future executives much easier.  

(Cheers) 

Gil: motion to adjourn? 

Ashlee Bligh. 

(passed) 


